A regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Trustees was held on Monday,
October 16, 2023, in the Village Hall. Mayor Dodge opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. Also
present were Deputy Mayor Conley, Trustee Blumrick, Trustee McAvoy, Trustee Barr,
Coordinator Bobbitt, Police Chief Swick, Fire Chief Czaja, Clerk-Treasurer VanBuren, and
Tom Seaman, attorney.

Deputy Mayor Conley led the Pledge of Allegiance.

There were several residents, members of the Middleport Volunteer Fire
Department, and members of other fire departments in attendance, as well.

Two members of the Gasport Memorial Post No. 1253 of the American Legion were
in attendance to recognize Middleport Police Officer Joshua Mandaville. David Patton
and Scott Wymyczak presented Officer Mandaville with the NYS American Legion Law
Enforcement Officer of the Year Award for 2022-2023 and the Niagara County American
Legion 8" District Law and Order Law Enforcement Officer Award. Assemblyman Mike
Norris was unable to attend the meeting, but his office delivered a Proclamation for
Officer Mandaville. Chief Swick read the Proclamation recognizing Officer Mandaville for
his two heroic life-saving efforts in the line of duty last year. Kathy Kindle from the
Middleport Clute-Phillips American Legion Post #938 also framed a newspaper article for
Officer Mandaville.

Mayor Dodge opened the discussion regarding LOSAP (Length of Service Award
Program) for the Middleport Volunteer Fire Department. He voiced his concerns
regarding the letter the Middleport Volunteer Fire Department mailed out with
misinformation as to the actual cost of the program the taxpayers would be voting on.

Darren Burdick stated that the 93 cents per thousand was if the Village amortized
the cost over twenty years. Mayor Dodge said that it would be like buying a new car and
paying for it over twenty years rather than ten years. Everyone knows that you would be
paying a lot more, and the Village has no intention of doing that.

Darren Burdick would like the 53 cents per thousand to be referenced in the
referendum. Attorney Seaman advised that the referendum has to go up for vote as the
Village of Middleport administering the program. It is speculative at this point to
reference a lower figure since an intermunicipal agreement would be negotiated at a later
date.

Mayor Dodge opened the floor to those in attendance.

Allan VanBuren questioned how will the LOSAP program affect the overall Village
budget going forward.

Kellie Lepard read a prepared statement thanking the firefighters for their service,
but also expressing her disappointment in their actions since the last Village Board
meeting.

Scott Kassmann talked about his years of serving as a volunteer firefighter for his
community. He wants a special election to be held so the Village taxpayers can decide.

Mayor Dodge reintroduced the following resolution with the $1.27 per thousand
dollars of assessed property value.

Resolution of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Middleport, in the County of Niagara,
State of New York, Calling a Special Election on December 5, 2023, Directing Publication of
Notices of Election, and Determining Other Matters in Connection Therewith.

Resolved by the Village Board of Trustees of the Village of Middleport, by favorable vote
of not less than 60% (3/5) of the members of the Middleport Board of Trustees, acting as the Fire
Commissioners of the Village of Middleport Volunteer Fire Department, as follows:

Whereas, a length of service award program (LOSAP) is authorized by Article 11 — a of
the General Municipal Law; and



Whereas, the purpose of said legislation is to encourage volunteer firemen to remain active
within their respective fire companies and further to promote interest in the volunteer service and
to encourage new members to join and remain active as volunteer fire members; and

Whereas, the Village of Middleport Volunteer Fire Department has been incorporated as
the Middleport Volunteer Fire Company No. 1, Inc., an incorporated volunteer fire company with
its principal office in the Village of Middleport, New York, for the purposes of, among other
things, to enable the Middleport Volunteer Fire Department/Middleport Volunteer Fire Company
No. 1, Inc. to contract with municipalities, including the Village of Middleport and municipalities
outside of the Village of Middleport, for the provision of fire protection services, and

Whereas, it is in the interest of the residents of the Village of Middleport to provide a
LOSAP for the Village of Middleport Fire Department/Middleport Volunteer Fire Company No.
1, Inc.; and

Whereas, the Middleport Fire Department/Middleport Volunteer Fire Company No. 1, Inc.
has contracts to provide fire protection services to the Village of Middleport, the Town of Royalton
and the Town of Hartland; and

Whereas, Middleport Fire Department/Middleport Volunteer Fire Company No. 1, Inc. is
entered into mutual aid agreements by and amongst various other Fire Companies and Fire
Departments in the region, including but not limited to those Companies and Departments
servicing the Town of Royalton Fire Protection District and the Gasport Fire District, and

Whereas it is the desire and intention of the Village of Middleport to seek intermunicipal
cooperation agreements, to provide for the shared funding and administration of the various
LOSAPs, with similarly situated municipalities in the region, where fire protection services are
routinely covered through mutual aid agreements, such other municipalities to include, but
potentially not be limited to, the Town of Royalton Fire Protection District and the Gasport Fire
District, which are each seeking to each establish a LOSAP for the volunteer fire companies
located within each municipality.

Now, Therefore, be it Resolved as follows

Section 1. Board of Trustees of the Village of Middleport, acting as Commissioners
of the Village of Middleport Volunteer Fire Department, does hereby approve the adoption of a
length of service award program (LOSAP) as provided in Section 216 of the General Municipal
Law, and shall conduct a mandatory referendum to determine whether the Village of Middleport
shall establish and provide a defined benefit program for Active Volunteer Firefighters as provided
in Section 215 and 219 of the General Municipal Law.

Section 2. The name of each fire company having volunteer firefighters who are
potential participants in the Village of Middleport LOSAP program is as
follows: Middleport Volunteer Fire Company No. 1, Inc. also known as
the Middleport Volunteer Fire Department

Section 3. Board of Trustees of the Village of Middleport, acting as Commissioners
of the Village of Middleport Volunteer Fire Department, shall administer
the program as set forth in the Official Plan Document and be responsible
for exercising the powers and duties conferred upon it. The Village of
Middleport shall initially administer the program with the understanding
that the Village of Middleport shall engage the services of qualified
professionals to provide administrative and actuarial services including
accounting, legal, and financial advisement services to assist it in
administering the LOSAP

Section 4. The entitlement age under the LOSAP shall be 65. No payments shall be
made to a participant without first reaching age 65, except in cases of

death or disability for an Active Volunteer Firefighter.

Section 5. The estimated annual cost of LOSAP, based on the current existing



Section 6.

Section 7.

Section &.

Section 9.

Section 10.

Section 11.

Section 12.

number of firefighters, is as follows: Total Annual Cost of $70,190.00,
which includes an Annual Administrative Fee of $3,522. Such estimated
annual cost would result in an approximate Village of Middleport
property tax increase of $1.27 per thousand dollars of assessed property
value, (an approximate property tax increase of 10% per SBL Number).

To obtain a nonforfeitable and vested right to a service award, each
participant must first obtain five years of Firefighting Service. The age to
begin to participate in LOSAP shall be 18 years of age.

A year of “Firefighting Service” shall be credited in accordance with the
“LOSAP Point System”, a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit A,
(or such adjusted point system duly adopted hereafter) for each calendar
year after establishment of the program in which an active volunteer
firefighter accumulates at least 50 points.

A participant who joins or rejoins after the age of 65, and who earns at
least one year of Firefighting Service, is entitled to collect a service award
for that year and for every subsequent year of Firefighting Service. A
participant who does not have five years of Firefighting Service at the age
of 65, but remains active after 65 and earns at least one year of
Firefighting Service, is entitled to collect a service reward based on every
year of Firefighting Service.

The amount of the contribution to the program to be made on behalf of
each participant credited with a year of Firefighting Service shall be
$2,420.35.

The extent to which the program provides credit for years of Firefighting
Service rendered during one or more of the five calendar years
immediately preceding the establishment of the program is one year of
credit for each year that Firefighting Services were rendered.

The timing and method of financing the contributions for fire service
rendered by a participant during one or more of the five calendar years
immediately preceding the adoption of the program shall be as follows:
taxes shall be imposed and levied in the Village of Middleport for Budget
Year 2024 and thereafter sufficient to pay the costs set forth in paragraphs
S and 9.

The Defined Benefit award to be paid to eligible volunteer firefighters is
projected to be $20 per month for each qualified year of active
Firefighting Service, not to exceed 20 years, with payment in any month
not to exceed $400, payment to commence when (1) the eligible volunteer
firefighter reaches the stipulated entitlement age of 65 and has five years
of qualified active Firefighting Service or (2) the eligible volunteer
firefighter reaches the stipulated entitlement age of 65 and thereafter
completes one year of active Firefighting Service. After payments
commence, the amount of payment will increase by $20 per month for
each additional year of active Firefighting Service, subject to the $400
cap.

Payment of the award shall be in the form of life annuity with 120
payments guaranteed. Any such payment shall be actuarially equivalent
to any other method of payment, which may be permitted under the law.

Regular Defined Benefit award payments are authorized to commence
one year after the date of the establishment of the LOSAP. Death and
disability payments are authorized to commence upon the date of
establishment of the LOSAP. Death and disability payments would be
one-time lump sums actuarially equivalent to the 120 months as set forth



Section 13.

Section 14.

Section 15.

Section 16.

Section 17.

Section 18.

Section 19.

Section 20.

Section 21.

Section 22.

Section 23.

in the official Plan Document.

LOSAP shall take effect the first day of January next succeeding the date
of the last voter approval required to establish the program.

All other provisions of the plan shall be in accordance with Article 11 —
A of the General Municipal Law as amended from time to time.
Amendments to the plan shall be made pursuant to the General Municipal
Law.

The proposition authorizing the adoption of the program shall be
submitted to referendum at a special election of the qualified voters of the
Village of Middleport on December 5, 2023.

A Special Election of the qualified voters of the Village of Middleport,
County of Niagara, and State of New York, shall be held at the Village of
Middleport Offices, located at 24 Main Street, Middleport, NY, 14105 on
December 5, 2023, at noon (prevailing time) and the poll shall remain
open until 9:00 o’clock, or as much longer as may be necessary to enable
the voters then present to cast their votes. The cost of conducting the
referendum shall be a charge to the Village of Middleport.

The vote upon the Proposition to be submitted to the qualified voters shall
be by paper ballot or absentee ballot, and the Village Clerk is hereby
authorized and directed to have the necessary ballots prepared for use.
Absentee ballots will be available upon request of the Village Clerk no
later than December 4, 2023. The Absentee Ballot must be received by
the Village Clerk no later than 9:00 pm on December 5, 2023.

Notice of the referendum/Special Election shall be published at least once,
not less than 14 days prior to the date of the referendum in the Union &
Journal.

The Village Clerk shall also cause said Notice to be posted in five
conspicuous public places in the Village at least 34 days prior to the
Special Election and by causing said Notice to be posted on the Village
website at least 10 days prior to the Special Election.

The Village Clerk shall take all other steps necessary to carry out the
intent and purpose of this resolution.

The following resident Village of Middleport electors, each of whom is a
registered voter of the Village of Middleport, are hereby appointed to act
as Election Inspectors and Ballot Clerks at the Special Election (either two
or four): Rebecca Schweigert and Kathy Kindle, or such other qualified
Election Inspector and Ballot Clerks as is hereby appointed at a later date
by the Village Board of Trustees.

The Chairman and Inspectors of Election shall each be paid at the rate of
$15 per hour for the time necessary to prepare the register and the
additional sum of $15 per hour each for conducting the Special Election.

The Inspectors of Election shall meet at Village of Middleport Offices,
located at 24 Main Street, Middleport, NY, 14105 on December 5, 2023,
from 11:00 o’clock am until 12:00 o’clock pm to commence preparation
of the register for the Special Election.

Preparing such register, the Inspectors of Election shall comply with the
following procedure:

(a) They shall adopt, use or copy from, the registration was certified and
supplied by the County Board of Elections the names appearing thereon
of all persons residing in the Village of Middleport and qualified to vote



in such forth coming election.

(b) The register for the Village of Middleport shall include at a
minimum a space for the name of the voter, their address within the
District, and a space for their signature to be signed by the voter on
election day, and the space in which there shall entered the qualifications
for voters.

Section 24. The Village Clerk shall furnish the Inspectors of Election, at Village of
Middleport, with all necessary registration books, papers, equipment, and
supplies.

Section 25. Said Notice of Preparation of Registration Role shall be in substantially
the following form:

NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF REGISTRATION ROLLS FOR
SPECIAL ELECTION OF THE VILLAGE OF MIDDLEPORT

Resolved that the Inspectors of Election of the Village of Middleport shall meet on the 5%
Day of December, 2023, between the hours of 11:00 o’clock am and 12:00 o’clock PM at the
Village of Middleport Offices, located at 24 Main Street, Middleport, NY, 14105, for the purpose
of preparing the roles of registered voters of the Village of Middleport.

A Special Election of the Village of Middleport will be held on the 5™ of December, 2023,
between the hours of noon and 9:00 o’clock PM at Village of Middleport Offices, located at 24
Main Street, Middleport, NY, 14105.

Be it further resolved that only those persons who registered with the County Board of
Elections on or before the 17 day of November, 2023, shall be eligible to vote.

Village Clerk, Lisa VanBuren

Section 26. Said Notice of Special Election shall be in substantially the following
form:

Special Election of the Village of Middleport
December 5, 2023

Notice is hereby given pursuant to the Village Law of the State of New York, that a Special
Election of the Village of Middleport will take place on the 5" of December, 2023, between the
hours of noon and 9:00 o’clock PM at the Village of Middleport Offices, located at 24 Main Street,
Middleport, NY, 14105, for the purpose of voting upon the following Proposition. All residents of
the Village of Middleport who were duly registered to vote with the County Board of Elections on
or before November 17, 2023, shall be entitled to vote at the election.

PROPOSITION

Shall the Resolution of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Middleport, in the County
of Niagara, New York, adopted October 16, 2023, the substance of which is as follows, be
approved?:

Board Resolution of the Village of Middleport Board of Trustees, in the County of Niagara, New
York adopted October 16, 2023, authorizing the establishment of a defined benefit service award
program (LOSAP) under General Municipal Law section 219 in the Village of Middleport for the
volunteer firefighters of the Middleport Volunteer Fire Company No. 1, Inc. (a.k.a. Middleport
Volunteer Fire Department), stating that the LOSAP shall be administered by the Village of
Middleport; stating the estimated annual cost will be $70,190.00 based on the existing number of



firefighters; stating the estimated annual administrative fee will be $3,522.00; stating the estimated
annual cost per covered firefighter will be $2,420.35; stating that the expected estimated cost of
the LOSAP program will result in an expected Village of Middleport property tax increase of $1.27
per thousand dollars of assessed property value, (an approximate tax increase of 10% per parcel/
SBL Number); stating that each eligible participant may receive credit for up to five (5) qualified
years of active Firefighting Service prior to the establishment of the LOSAP; stating that payment
of the benefit shall be in the form of a life annuity with 120 payments guaranteed; stating death
and disability payments to be authorized to commence upon the date of establishment of the
LOSAP, and regular defined award payments to be authorized to commence one year thereafter,
stating that the projected monthly award to be paid to eligible volunteer firefighters shall be $20
per month for each qualified year of active Firefighting Service, not to exceed 20 years, with
payment in any month not to exceed $400, payment to commence when (1) the eligible volunteer
firefighter reaches the stipulated entitlement age of 65 and has five years of qualified active
Firefighting Service or (2) the eligible volunteer firefighter reaches the stipulated entitlement age
of 65 and thereafter completes one year of active Firefighting Service, after payments commence,
the amount of payment will increase by $20 per month for each additional year of active
Firefighting Service, subject to the $400 monthly cap,

Shall such Resolution be approved?

A motion was made by Mayor Dodge to approve the preceding resolution
authorizing the referendum of a special election to be held on Tuesday, December 5,
2023, for the establishment of a Length of Service Award Program (LOSAP) for the
Middleport Volunteer Fire Department.

The adoption of the foregoing resolution was seconded by Trustee Blumrick, and

duly put to a vote on roll call.

AYES: Thomas C. Conley
Dorothy J. Barr

Wayne B. Blumrick
Daniel A. Dodge

NOES: None
ABSENT: None
ABSTAINED: Dennis J. McAvoy

Trustee McAvoy recused himself from the vote as he is a member of the
Middleport Volunteer Fire Department.

The resolution was declared adopted.

A motion was made by Trustee McAvoy, and seconded by Deputy Mayor Conley,
to approve the minutes of the September 13, 2023, meeting and the October 4, 2023,
Special Meeting. Carried, with all present voting aye.



A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Conley, and seconded by Trustee Blumrick
to authorize to amend the General Fund Revenues as outlined below:

ACCT BUDGETED AMT AMENDED AMT
A2660 $78,116.66 $149,652.17
A2665 10,000.00 0.00

TOTAL $61,535.51
Carried, with all present voting aye.

A motion was made by Trustee McAvoy, and seconded by Deputy Mayor Conley to
authorize to amend the General Fund Expenditures as outlined below:

ACCT BUDGETED AMT AMENDED AMT
A1620.4 $25,000.00 $35,000.00
A1990.4 28,180.00 44,715.51
A3120.13 25,500.00 55,500.00
A3120.15 49,392.50 54,392.50

TOTAL $61,535.51
Carried, with all present voting aye.

A motion was made by Trustee Blumrick, and seconded by Deputy Mayor Conley,
to approve payment of claims submitted on Abstract No. 5-23/24 in the amount of:
General - $114,702.70; Water - $20,438.43; and Sewer - $16,392.89 for a Total: $151,534.02.
This total also includes Payrolls No. 9 and 10. Carried, with all present voting aye.

A motion was made by Trustee Blumrick, and seconded by Deputy Mayor Conley,
to approve Payrolls No. 9 and 10 for periods ending September 23, 2023, and October 7,
2023. Carried, with all present voting aye.

The Treasurer’s report and the General Fund Cash Flow Forecast was submitted
and accepted for September 2023.

The Public Works report was submitted and accepted for September 2023.

The Village and Town Police reports were submitted and accepted for September
2023.

The fire report was submitted and accepted for September 2023.

A notice will be sent to the Lockport Union Sun & Journal that the Village’s
overnight parking ban will be enforced effective Sunday, November 5, 2023, through
Sunday, April 7, 2024.

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Conley, and seconded by Trustee Blumrick,
to appoint Rebecca Schweigert and Kathy Kindle as election inspectors for the Special
Election to be held on Tuesday, December 5, 2023, at an hourly rate of $15 per hour.
Carried, with all present voting aye.

Correspondence

The American Legion’s Veterans Day gathering will be held on Saturday,
November 11, 2023, at 11 a.m. at the Village Commons. The Boy Scouts will also be holding
their flag retiring ceremony. There will be soup and sandwiches served afterwards at the



fire hall. The Boys and Girls State representatives will also be in attendance to speak
about their experiences in each program.

Old Business

There was discussion about Sage Management’s request to update the Village’s
Animal Code. The Board has decided to take no action at this time.

Chief Swick informed the Board the new 2023 Dodge Durango should be arriving
at the end of the month or early November. He asked the Board to consider keeping the
2020 Ford Interceptor as a vehicle for one of the SRO officers use rather than putting it up
for auction.

The adhoc committee completed their review of the employee handbook and
turned it over to Attorney Seaman to finalize the handbook.

Clerk VanBuren reminded the Board and Department Heads again that the annual
Sexual Harassment training and Violence in the Workplace Training needs to be
completed before the end of the year.

The Town of Hartland Police Contract expires at the end of the year so
negotiations need to start soon.

Clerk VanBuren asked the Board if she should get proposals for carpet tiles for the
Board room and the Clerk’s office or wait. They advised to get the proposals as they would
like to see the Village Hall updated.

New Business

Clerk VanBuren told the Board that the 2023-2024 taxes will be relevied to the
Niagara County Treasurer’s office on or about November 1, 2023.

Discussed the unused coffee maker (circa 1999) and the coffee cart (circa 1970).

Village Historian Christa Lutz asked to continue the Hometown Heroes program
for 2024 as long as she receives enough orders to meet the minimum order quantity.

The Village Tree Lighting will be held on Saturday, December 6, 2023, at 6 pm.

Coordinator Bobbitt asked the Board to consider purchasing a CCTV Van for
$10,000 from Custom Crews Inc as the lowest bid and with all of the camera equipment
included. This would be used for the CMOM (Capacity Management, Operation, and
Maintenance) program the Village has to comply with for the operation of the
Wastewater Treatment Plant as mandated by the NYS DEC. He received the following
quotes:

2002 Ford E350 Veh.i c‘le equ.ippe‘d w/.cable,.
) additional lighting, tire/drive
Custom Crews Inc || Camera Inspection . $10,000.00
wheel configuration, onboard
Van
generator, camera tractor, camera
This is an 18’ Box Truck with
2009 Chevrolet Box |jlupper cabinets. Ther is a Carrier
Fisher Trucks LLC Truck - Sewer Air V A/C and heat unit overhead § 20.000.00
Inspection Truck |land an reel and sink+hose with a 9900
freshwater tank under the
cabinets.
2004 Ford Sewer Vehicle is equipped with full
Inspection Truck, sewer inspection body office, hose
Western Specialty |[Cutaway-Cube Van reels with 800’ cable, front and $15.000.00
Vehicle Sales rear monitors, bumper mounted 990
Crane washdown sink, and VHS
DVD Recorder.




A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Conley, and seconded by Trustee McAvoy,
to declare such equipment (coffee maker and cart) to be surplus equipment of little or no
value and to authorize the Village Clerk and/or Mayor to dispose of such equipment at
their discretion. Carried, with all present voting aye.

A motion was made by Trustee McAvoy, and seconded by Trustee Barr, to
authorize Village Historian Christa Lutz to continue the Hometown Hero Program for
2024. Carried, with all present voting aye.

A motion was made by Trustee Blumrick, and seconded by Trustee Barr,
authorizing Coordinator Bobbitt to purchase the 2002 Ford E350 Camera Inspection Van
(CCTV Van) for $10,000 from Custom Crews Inc using ARPA funds. The vehicle is
equipped with 1IBAK KRA75 steerable camera tractor, iBAK Orpheus camera, Flexidata
(from Pipelogix) pipe survey reporting software loaded onto onboard computer system,
600’ of cable, additional lighting ring, several tire/drive wheel configurations, onboard
generator (vehicle engine driven) with 121.9 hours, all manuals for onboard equipment
and software included. Carried, with all present voting aye.

A motion was made by Trustee Blumrick, and seconded by Deputy Mayor Conley,
to enter into executive session for the purpose of consultation with the Village attorney
and to discuss ongoing contract negotiations. Carried, with all present voting aye.

Executive Session opened at 8:23 p.m.

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Conley, and seconded by Trustee Barr, to
return to General Session. Carried, with all present voting aye.

General Session reconvened at 8:49 p.m.

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Trustees will be held on
Monday, November 20, 2023, at 7:00 p.m.

There being no other business, a motion was made by Trustee Barr, and seconded
by Deputy Mayor Conley, to adjourn. Carried, with all present voting aye.

Meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Lisa M. VanBuren
Clerk-Treasurer



